Ray Heyer
July 10, 1935 - November 15, 2018

Charles R. Heyer, 83, of Nowata, went home to his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on
Thursday in Nowata.
Charles - or Ray as he was known - was born the son of Charles August and Lucy G.
(Stauffer) Heyer on July 10, 1935, in Manhattan, KS. His mother shared that he started
talking at nine months and never stopped. Ray loved to visit with anyone. As a teen the
family moved to Colorado Springs for a few years before settling in Arkansas. He
graduated high school in Maynard, AR, in 1952. Ray accepted Jesus Christ as his
personal Savior at the age of 14 and received a calling to the ministry at age 18. His
ministry led him to fill in at churches that were without ministers and at the many camp
meetings the family attended.
While attending a reunion in Ohio, Ray met a nice young lady Joan McKee. Over the next
year they fell in love while sustaining a long-distance relationship. They united in
matrimony on November 5, 1954, in Colorado Springs, and enjoyed 64 years of loving
marriage. Ray and Joan made their home in Colorado where all seven of their children
were born. In 1971 the family moved to their current home in Nowata. Ray was a hard
worker and a good provider for his family: he worked for area auto dealerships, which led
him to open his own auto repair business in Nowata.
Once retired Ray and Joan enjoyed doing many things together including eating breakfast
at Braums with their daughter Lois. Most of all he was concerned and prayed for each one
of his children to maintain a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior. He will be dearly missed.
Ray is survived by his loving wife of the home, Joan Louise Heyer; four children, Daniel
Ray Heyer and Cindy of Skiatook, James Nathan Heyer and Kriss of Seneca, MO, Rachel
Louise Heyer of Nowata, and Joy Lynn Boevers and Gary of Greenville, OH; daughter in
laws Gail Heyer of Eolia, MO, and Louise Heyer of Bartlesville; one brother David Heyer
and Sophia of Colorado; sister in law Emily Heyer of Bryant, AR; 25 grandchildren and 6

great grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his parents; three children, Roger Neal
Heyer, Joseph Wayne Heyer and Lois Ilene Heyer; one brother Phillip Heyer; and three
sisters, Marian Fairweather, Norma Heyer and Carole Van Wagenen.
Ray’s family will receive friends at the Davis Family Funeral Home – Walker Brown
Chapel, 918-333-7665, 4201 Nowata Rd, Bartlesville, on Sunday, November 18, from 3-5
p.m. Visitation will also be held on Sunday from 12-5.
Funeral services will be held 10 a.m. on Monday, November 19, 2018, at the Davis Family
Funeral Home – Walker Brown Chapel. Interment will follow in the White Rose Cemetery.
Services are under the direction of Carter Davis and the Davis Family Funeral Home –
Walker Brown Chapel. Online condolences and remembrances may be shared at
www.DavisFamilyFuneralHome.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Davis Family Funeral Home - November 17, 2018 at 05:15 PM

“

Louise Heyer lit a candle in memory of Ray Heyer

Louise Heyer - November 25, 2018 at 11:14 PM

“

James And Kriss Heyer lit a candle in memory of Ray Heyer

James and Kriss Heyer - November 19, 2018 at 07:17 AM

“
“

Love you Dad. We'll meet you in the Sweet bye and bye.
James and Kriss Heyer - November 19, 2018 at 07:19 AM

I was raised by a single mom, most of my childhood. My dad lived in Florida, and I did have
a Step Dad for many years; which did not hurt.
Raymond Heyer, and Joan, and all the children... James, Joe, Joy, Danny and Lois...
Rachel... all made me part of their family. Took me to meetings, where I found forgiveness,
and hope; in Jesus Christ. I was 14.

Ray and family started a little Mission in Nowata, Oklahoma. There we studied the Bible.
We studied the book of John, line by line... and sometimes word by word. That has always
stuck with me, and still is a part of my foundation, as a Christian. Joan told us young people
to study Proverbs... good advice for a young man.
Danny employed me in a Body shop, one of my first jobs! Once wore my finger prints off,
sanding a car.
Ray employed me as a Mechanic, and taught me nearly every thing he knew about the
trade. I once in later years had my own shop, which provided well for my family.
Ray was for me, a father to the fatherless. A towering example of strength, faith,
faithfulness, kindness. One of my greatest mentors, in word; but mostly by example. How
many times, we stood at the curb, after fixing a customers car... and he would say... "No
Charge".... it was nothing! He did not charge for little things. He was 100% honest with all
he dealt with.
Ray went near and far, to fellowship with other Christians; and many times these folks did
not believe exactly as he did; but that did not stop him from the common ground they held
in Christ. He truly love the Lord, and the brethren.
A great man, father, friend, minister, husband, and I will always remember, just how much
he meant to me. He to so good to me.
May God bless Joan, and all the children; and be thankful that God allowed such a
wonderful man, in your life!
- Jeff Redington and Family
November 20, 2018 at 08:57 AM

