Esther Maxine Phelan

August 10, 1926 - January 11, 2020

Esther Phelan, 93, longtime Bartlesville resident and devoted community volunteer, died
Saturday in Bartlesville.

Esther was born the daughter of Elmer Gilbert and Iva Jane (Smith) Ashcraft on Aug. 10,
1926, at home in St. Paul, KS. She was raised on the family farm and remembered fondly
riding her horse to school. After her schooling she went to work at Mercy Hospital in
Parsons, KS. During this time, she felt the Lord calling her to join the Catholic Church.
Although they grew up in the same small town, Esther and her future husband, Wilbur, got
to know each other during carpool trips between St. Paul and Parsons.

They united in marriage on Aug. 20, 1951, in Parsons and made their home in Bartlesville.
Esther soon realized her true calling in life was to serve others - beginning with her family,
volunteering in her children’s many activities from Little League and the Kiddie Park to the
College High band boosters and many more. Once the kids were older, Esther went to
work for Phillips Petroleum Co. for many years before retiring with Wilbur in 1986. She
enjoyed volunteering and serving others in the community through the church and other
organizations including Meals on Wheels (25 years), Home Bound Ministries (20 years),
and Concern (20 years). Both Esther and Wilbur were recognized by the Knights of
Columbus with an Award of Appreciation for their countless hours of service. After
Wilbur’s death, she continued volunteering with Meals on Wheels and Home Bound
Ministries until stopped by failing health in 2007.

Esther and Wilbur also enjoyed traveling to visit their seven grown children who had
spread out from coast-to-coast, trying to visit their homes every few years. Together
Esther and Wilbur worked in their garden picking tomatoes and blackberries. Once a
month, Esther enjoyed her “As You Like It” meetings with friends from the church. Most
recently she kept busy with coloring intricate pictures, solving jigsaw puzzles and visiting
with friends. Esther was selfless in her service to others and will be remembered for her
many acts of kindness.



Esther is survived by her seven children, John Phelan and Cathy of Atlanta, Jim Phelan
and Lisa of San Francisco, Mike Phelan of Houston, Steve Phelan and Jenny of Kansas
City, Patrick Phelan of Palm Springs, Juanita Phelan of Stillwater, and Jane Ramey and
Joe of Dewey; five grandchildren, Sara Ramey Richardson, Joey Ramey, Ben West, Kayla
Stierwalt, Keith Stierwalt, and two great grandchildren, Zakary Ramey and Ramona West.
She is preceded in death by her parents, husband Wilbur in 2003, grand daughter Mary
Jane Ramey, brother Kenneth Ashcraft, and sister Leola Mae Ramsey.

Visitation will be held Wed. from 10 am to 8 pm and Thur. 9 am to 12 pm at the Davis
Family Funeral Home — Walker Brown Chapel, 918-333-7665, 4201 Nowata Rd,
Bartlesville. In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to the St. John Catholic School.

A rosary will be said on Wed. at 7 pm, in the Davis Family Funeral Home — Walker Brown
Chapel. Funeral mass will be held Thur. 2 pm in the St. John Before the Latin Gate
Catholic Church. Interment will follow in the Memorial Park Cemetery. Services are under
the direction of Carter Davis and the Davis Family Funeral Home. Online condolences and
remembrances may be shared at www.DavisFamilyFuneralHome.com.



Previous Events

Rosary

JAN 15. 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Davis Family Funeral Home & Crematory - Walker Brown Chapel
4201 Nowata Rd

Bartlesville, OK 74006

(918) 333-7665

davisfamilyfuneralhome@gmail.com

Funeral Mass

JAN 16. 2:00 PM (CT)

St. John Before The Latin Gate Roman Catholic Church
715 S Johnstone Ave.
Bartlesville, OK 74003


mailto:davisfamilyfuneralhome@gmail.com

Tribute Wall

I met Esther many years ago when her daughter Jane started babysitting my
oldest son. She was like a grandmother to all my children! Esther and | developed
a long lasting friendship and have kept in touch all these years even though |
moved from Oklahoma years ago. She was an incredibly magnificent woman with
a spectacular attitude and sense of humor! She will forever be missed and loved!
Give em heck in Heaven Esther!! Pam Campbell

Pam Campbell - January 14, 2020 at 11:05 PM

Pam Campbell and Family purchased the Divine Peace Bouqu
et for the family of Esther Maxine Phelan.

Pam Campbell and Family - January 14, 2020 at 10:52 PM

So it's a nice day today, Esther! Miss you! To Esther's family, please know | am
praying for you and for your parents. | did not know your Dad, but your mom was
a gem! Carolyn Fries

Carolyn Fries - January 14, 2020 at 10:50 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Esther Maxine Phelan.

January 14, 2020 at 10:21 PM

Easter and Wilber were two of the first parishioners | meet after moving to
Bartlesville 30 years ago. They sat behind us in Mass and Ester would give a well
deserved shhhhh! or thump to one of our rowdy little ones or just pluck one up
and hold them. She was so charming and funny. | so enjoyed listening to her
stories. She loved her family with a ferosity and her heart broke when Wilbur
passed. She still carried on being the strong woman and character she always
was. The world has lost a huge reason to smile. God bless you Ester!

Karen Gormley - January 14, 2020 at 06:37 PM
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Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of
Esther Maxine Phelan.

January 14, 2020 at 12:35 PM

Esther was my dear resident friend while we were employed with Tallgrass, she
will always holds space in our hearts for her funny and sweet personality. | will
and have cherished the beautiful little magnetic butterfly she placed on our
apartment door shortly after we came to Tallgrass. Joe and Jane were always
there for her. And she was always so happy to see them as were we. Rest In
Peace my sweet friend. Love Always, Michael and Deniece Bush

Deniece - January 14, 2020 at 10:52 AM
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