Mrs. Verna Lee Trepka

September 7, 1934 - October 28, 2014

Verna L. Trepka (September 7, 1934 — October 28, 2014)

Verna L. Trepka, a longtime resident of Bartlesville, lost her too short battle
with pancreatic cancer on October 28, 2014. It is with much gratitude and
honor that we celebrate her life. Verna was born the daughter of Alfred and
Lydia (Srajhans) Slepicka on September 7, 1934. The oldest of five children,
Verna grew up on a farm near Tobias, Nebraska. She lived with her aunt in
town while attending Geneva High school where she sang in the glee club and
played the saxophone. It was while playing in a local polka dance band that
she met William (Bill) James Trepka, who courted her in between sets. When
not playing music, she worked as an executive secretary at the Crete Mills.

Bill and Verna were married on June 1, 1955 in Crete, Nebraska and moved
to Ames, lowa where Verna supported Bill as he pursued his doctoral degree
at lowa State University. While in Ames they celebrated the birth of their first
child, William David (’58). In October of 1960, Verna and Bill moved to
Bartlesville to pursue work with Phillips Petroleum Company, at which time
Verna began a life of service to the community, while raising her family that
would expand to include daughter Janet Lee ('68) and son John Charles ('71).

While her family was the center of her universe, civic engagement was
another of Verna’s passions. She served as a docent at the Frank Phillips



Home for more than thirty years, logged over 5000 volunteer hours with the
Jane Phillips (Hosptial) Society, was a founding Trustee with the Bartlesville
Public School Foundation, and enjoyed participating in the Bartlesville Garden
Club; while always attending and assisting with the numerous sporting, music,
scouting, and other activities of Bill, Janet, and John. A patron of the arts,
Verna enjoyed attending and supporting community concert and theater
events.

A creative entrepreneur, Verna owned an in-home printing and typing
business and was the co-owner of a tour business that explored local and
regional culture and history. At one time she worked as the pastoral secretary
at Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, where she also held many volunteer
roles including, most recently, baking the communion bread and coordinating
the NOAH Retirees program. Verna dedicated her life to helping individuals
and organizations reach their potential. A quiet leader, she was a role model
for grace, humility, and humor and a friend to many.

Verna is preceded in death by her parents, eldest son, Bill, and brother-in-law,
Robert Trepka. She is survived by her husband, Bill; daughter-in-law Sandy
Trepka of Bartlesville, granddaughter Kelsey Trepka of Chicago, lllinois, and
granddaughter Jessica Trepka Hoyt and husband DJ of Madison, Wisconsin;
daughter Janet Trepka Marling and husband David, grandsons Jackson and
Cooper, and granddaughter Andersen Lee of Dahlonega, Georgia; and son
John Trepka and wife Katsuyo, granddaughter Kyoka, and grandson Kazuhide
of Brooklyn, New York. She is also survived by her brother Marvin Slepicka
and wife Donna of Friend, Nebraska; sister Carol Eberspacher and husband
Darrel of Seward, Nebraska; sister Alfrieda and husband Jerry of Lincoln,
Nebraska; brother Alan and wife Nancy of Dorchester, Nebraska; sister-in-law
Judy Trepka of Woodbury, Minnesota; eighteen nieces and nephews; and
more than 40 great nieces and nephews.



Celebration of Life services will be held 10 a.m. on Saturday, November 8,
2014, at Good Shepherd Church in Bartlesville with Rev. Dale P. Scott
officiating. Services are under the direction of Carter Davis and the Davis
Family Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Good
Shepherd Endowment Fund or the Frank Phillips Home (call for specific
details).



Previous Events
Celebration Of Life Service

NOV 8. 10:00 AM (CT)

Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
801 Washington Blvd.
Bartlesville, OK 74006



Tribute Wall

Mrs. Trepka was also a great mom involved with the Phillips 66

gymnastics team. She will always be remembered. The Wallace
Kids Tracy, Leslie, Bruce, and Paul

Tracy Saenz - November 20, 2014 at 03:38 PM

A wonderful lady who live a wonderful selfless life. A good example
for all to follow. | must say | will be jealouse because this
Thanksgiving Jesus will be tasting her wonderful cooking talents. |
know He will be enjoying her homemade apple pie as much as |.

Stephen Marling - November 07, 2014 at 09:24 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Mrs. Verna Lee Trepka.

November 07, 2014 at 08:28 AM

Tom and Cynthia Montgomery purchased the Blu

e Caribbean Bouquet for the family of Mrs. Verna
Lee Trepka.

Tom and Cynthia Montgomery - November 06, 2014 at 08:15
PM
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Verna was always a joy when | visited her & Bill. She would go out
of her way to serve a great meal. Her cooking skills were
unmatched. Verna always saw to it that you were made
comfortable. She was indeed the perfect hostess. Dan Meyer

Dan Meyer - November 05, 2014 at 11:23 AM

Jody K. purchased the Large Basket Garden for
the family of Mrs. Verna Lee Trepka.

Jody K. - November 04, 2014 at 03:36 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Davis Family - November 04, 2014 at 01:08 PM

When | was 12 or so, Verna taught me how to make kolaches,
eclairs and how to keep a sour dough starter. Aside from my
parents, teachers and relatives, Verna was the only adult | can
recall who gave selflessly to me, and | regret that | didn't (as an
adult) write her a letter telling her so. | was about a year and a half
older than Billy. | am so sorry for your loss, but she touched many
lives. - Pat Farrar

Trish Farrar - November 01, 2014 at 12:09 PM
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Verna taught my sister and me how to make kolaches and rye
bread when we were little; was so giving of her time, the nicest lady
| knew after my own mother...

linda - October 31, 2014 at 05:09 PM

Ralph and Linda and Pat Farrar purchased the P

eaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Mrs.
Verna Lee Trepka.

Ralph and Linda and Pat Farrar - October 31, 2014 at 05:06
PM

Beauitiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Verna Lee Trepka.

October 30, 2014 at 02:36 PM
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